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lorth S«t Atari leglontl User Support Group 

Ed & 111anca of Atari User Groups predoiinately froi the lorth 
Eastern area of tbe United States. 

IUI US was organi zed to provlde a networ k of conunicatioos 
betveen people »ho troald not ordinari 1 y get together but bave 
coiion prob 1 eis and concerns. A BBS netvork is set up, and a 
comod nevsletter issued periodic» 11 y is piaoocd. Tbis gives 
us a broad base of die hard Atari users sbaring their 
probleu, concerns, md knovledge. 

User groups in Canada and as far avap as Ocrs-isy bav» «Mwn an 
interest ln IKARUS. 

Tbe follovlng list of BBS's Support learus, »Ith nore joining 
ln tbe near fature, 


ABUG 

Readlng area 

315-779-7659 

ACUTE 

Lehlgh Valley Pa. 

315-361-0630 

Bit Byters 

Geriany tllAUG 

516-221-8462 

Help lep 

Allentovn area 

315-868-4856 

JACG 

le» Jersey 

301-398-0161 

L1AUG 

Long Island I.T. 

516-221 -8^63 

mr 

lorthEast Pa. 

215-335-^805 

01 'Hackers 

Re» York 

516-231-8463 

RACE 

le» York 

516-221-8462 

SAGE 

Erle Pa. 

814-833-4073 

SJAC! 

Xe» Jtrief 

609*931*1014 

STARR 

Connecticut 

303*421*4661 


Editors note: Ke ude everp effort to include all known 
supporting BBS's, if »np »ere left out, it »as not done 
intentional ly. Anp additions or correctlons are nost »elcoie 
and »111 be so recorded ln tbe follo»lng nevsletter. 
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APRIL MEETING 
MINUTES 

Meeting called to Order and opened 
in due form by President Art PaoJini 
Jr. 

Vice-President Jon Mordosky reported 
on the state of affairs with Atari 
Corporation, they lost money last 
year. Jaguar is selling as fast am 
they can get them on the market. 
Atari has settled its' laemuit with 
Nit endo. One in four households in 
the USA have a Computer. Lots of 
games being produced for the Jaguar , 
but mast of them won't hit the 
market until later in 1994. 

A new Version of Sparta Dos 3.2F it 
is Shareware and is on one of the 
club disks for April. Eventual 1y you 
will be able to run Atari O—bit on 
and through your PC. The STs' have 
taken off again due to development 
of CD-Roms being available. You can 
buy a new Lynx with two free gamem 
thrown in for $104. 94 by Ordering 
direct from Atari. The last issue of 
the magazine "Classic " will be 
published in March due to editor f s 
personal Problems and other 
conditions beyond his control, some 
people in California may take the 
magazine over. 

Treasurer Rieh Kohn reported that 
the club had $1000.00 in the 
treasury at the end of March. 

Old &u»ihemmt have to hold election 
of Offiaerm for 19f4, ml nee ne new 
nominations were received a motion 
by John Douglas and seconded by Lou 
Mertz the old slate of officers was 
declared elected for the year 1994. 

New Business: Atari Navy will sail 
April 16 or 17th, contact Art or Jon 
and the Atari Navy now consists of 4 
ships, count them 4. Trenton 
Computer Show is also the same 
weekend that the Atari Navy wants to 


Motion by Rieh Kohn and John Douglas 
for the club to get its'* "MIO" 
repairedf motoion carried. 

Motion by Tischbein and Douglas for 
the club to send Shareware money to 
the proper place for the new Sparta 
Dos 3.2F. Motion carried. 

Art demoed the new Sparta Dos 3.2F 
which is a club disk for April. Art 
also demoed the the other club disk 
for April which is a "Fi lern“ disk 
which has lots of Atari items and 
what Magazine and what pages they 
are on in the magazine and also has 
a data base program that you can 
make your own lists on for your own 
reference. 

Little Jon Mordosky demoed on the ST 
a very good game disk called 
"Medevial Chess " a good game and a 
good Job by Jon Mordosky to demo it. 
Thanks a lot fellows for all the 
demos tonite. 

That's all the minutes for tonight 
folks. 


Larry Tischbein 
Secretary 


“''Thogght för s ~ 

the Month 

On a clear disk, you 
can seek forever. 

S_ r 
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that 

the POINTER ui 11 point to. ' inFo“ 
i s 

the nante oF the POINTER. 

Last ly, you need an equation to 
Figure out uhere in memory this 
rea1 ly 

is. This equation is the same one 
ue 

ui 11 use For all advanced record 
and 

POINTER manipulations. 

inFo = Company + <counter $ sizel 
That 's it. 1 

inFo — The name ue gave our 
POINTER 

Company — The ARRAY ue used to 
reserve 

memory. 

counter — This is the record number 
ue ui sh to look at. Since 
ue have 6 employees this 
ui 11 be a number From O 
to 

5. This can be a 

constant 

like 3 or a variable like 
in a FOR loop. 

size - The number oF bytes in a 
record in our DEF1NE 

1 i ne. 

Ok, so hou do you use it? Easy... 

1F ue uant to enter employee number 
3“s inFormation. 

inFo = Company + < 3 t size) 
inFo.ssnumber1 = 392 
inFo. ssnumber2 — 80 
inFo.ssnumber3 = 4593 
inFo.department = 3 
inFo. salary — 7 

And iF employee #2 got a raise to 
paycode 410 

inFo • Company * < 4 $ mixe) 
inFo. malary » JO 

IF you uant to print employee 40“s 
social security number: 

inFo = Company + < O $ size) 

Pr int Ci inFo. ssnumber1) 

Print<“-“) 

PrintBi inFo.ssnumber2) 

Print< u - u ) 

PrintCEi inFo.ssnumber3) 

The numbers in the record can be 


used 

Just like any other variable. 

inFo.department =4*5 
Or uhatever. Here is a little 
picture 

that 1 hope ui 11 help you to see 
uhat 

is going on. In case you didn“t 
knou, 

uhen you declare a ARRAY in 
Action!, 

the ARRAY name is actual1y a 
POINTER 

to uhere the ARRAY is in memory. 
So, let“s say ot.tr ARRAY Starts at 
memory location 16000. Also, I“ll 
use — to represent bytes. So a 
CARD 

uould have 2 bytes, —. 

TYPE emp1oyee=CCARD ssnumber1 
BYTE ssnumber2 
CARD ssnumber3 
BYTE department, 
salary J 

record O record 1 record 2 


t 

1 

16000 

To get record 1 ue use this 
Formula: 

inFo =» Company + < 1 t size) 
Sticking in the numbers: 
inFo = 16000 +< 1 * 7) 
inFo = 16007 

So, ue move our pointer over 7 
bytes 

to location 16007. 

record O record 1 record 2 


! 

16007 

To get record 2: 

inFo - 16000 + < 2 * 7) 
inFo = 16014 

So, ue move our pointer over 14 
bytes 

From location 16000 to 16014 
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Action! 

and 

BBS Express! PRO 
Tutorial 
by 

Thomas M. Johnson 

Avai 1able Prom 

Villa Vi deo•’s Bargain Cel 1 ar 
<414) 265-5149 
ExpressNet Node XI1 
Action! is Copyright oP PCS, OSS, 
ICD. 

BBS Express! PRO is Copyright Orion 
Micro Systems. 

This tutorial is Copyright 
Thomas M. Johnson. 

This tutorial can be distributed 
under 

the Pol 1owing conditions: 

1) It is Pree. 

2) All oP the above 

inPormation is intact. 


Well, as you probably noticed in 
the 

last Pile that POJNTERs and records 
aren^t all that usePtill by 
themselves. 

ln Pact, 1 decided not to include 
a sample program about records 
because 

I couldn*t think oP a good example. 
But, when you mix POINTERs and 
records you get alot oP power. You 
may have tried to make a ARRAY oP 
records. This is illegal in 
Action! 

But, iP you use POINTERs to 

accomplish 

this it ui 11 work. 

Also, you cannot have a ARRAY as a 
Pield in a record. Since strings 
ar» 

Just CHAR ARRAY», you e#n*t f Par 
example, associate a name with 
other 

inPormation about a person. Again, 
POINTERs make this possible too. 

Even more, you can''t have ARRAYs oP 


strings. You guessed it, POINTERs 
to 

the rescue again. I will be 
covering 

all oP these in this lesson. You 
don't have to Pully underst and 
records 

and POINTERs to use the concepts I 
am 

introducing. You can Just copy the 
routines, etc. and modiPy them Por 
whatever use you have in mind. 

But, 

a good underst anding oP POINTERs 
wi 11 

allow you to even more powerPul 

things 

in Action! 

First, how do you make an ARRAY oP 
records in Action!? First you have 
to decide what your record will 
look 
1 i ke. 

TYPE employee—CCARD ssnumber1 
BYTE ssnumber2 
CARD ssnumber3 
BYTE department, 
salary 3 

Now we have to count up the total 
number oP bytes in the record. 

CARDs 

and INTs take up 2 bytes and BYTEs 
take up 1. So, here we have 2 
CARDs 

and 3 BYTEs Por a total oP 7. 

DEFINE size * "7" 

We have to decide how many records 
we 

want to hold. Ottr Company is kind 
oP 

small, we only have 6 employees. 

So, 

6 employees each taking up 7 bytes. 
We have to reserve 42 bytes oP 
memory 

to hold our inPormation because 

6*7-42. 

BYTE ARRAY Company<43) 

Now its time to make that POINTER I 
have been talking about. 
employee POINTER inPo 

■'employee-' is the type oP record 
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record O record 1 record 2 


16014 

But records can*t contain strings. 
So 

POINTERs must be used agaln to 

trick 

Action! 

Mhat if you nrote a game nhere 
there 

are multiple levels. Mhen the 
fi rst 

player dies, the second player 
takes 

over, right nhere he left off. 

Mel 1, 

you have to keep track of the 
players 

score, level and name. The score 
and 

level are easy nith records, but 
the 

name? Me*d use this: 

TYPE record — IBYTE level 
CARD score 
BYTE nameJ 

Mhy only 1 BYTE for the name? This 
is Just the first BYTE of the 
players 

name. Me*11 save more space for it 
in a second. Count up the bytes 

nithout the name BYTE. 1 BYTE and 
1 CARD = 3 bytes 

DEFTNE Offset - "3" 

Me'11 save 20 bytes for the name. 

So 

add the length of the name and the 
offset vmlue for the mixe. 

DEFINE sixe - "23" 

Hon many players maximum can play 
our 

game? Me-'11 Just say 8. So, 

8 f 23 — 194 

BYTE ARRAY players<184) 

Non ne need 2 POINTERs. One like 
normal, and 1 to point to the name. 
record POINTER acti ve_p 1 <s yer 


CHAR POINTER his_name 
The first POINTER ne use Just like 
ne have been before. 

active_player = players + (count * 
sixe) 

But to get the name ne use: 

his_name - active_player + offset 
That's it ! Me '11 so some 
assignments 
to record number 4. 

active_player = players + <4 $ 
sixe) 

his_name = active_player + offset 
active_player.leve1=1 
ac t i ve__p 1 a yer. score=0 
InputS(his_name) 

Non lets output player 6. 

active_player = players + <6 * 
si xe) 

hi s_name = active_player + offset 
Print (“Level: ”) 

PrintBE(active_player.level) 

Print("Score: “) 

PrintCE(active_player.score) 

Pr int("Name: ") 

PrintE(hi s_name) 

Okp the last Situation like these 
is if you need an ARRAY of 
different 

sixe strings. Let-'s say a you need 
a program to keep track of your 
customers first name, 1astname and 
the last date the ordered from you. 
Me'11 say the date is of the form 
mm/dd/yy. 

Hon big to ne nant each field? 
field sixe in bytes 


fi rstname 11 

lastname 14 

date 9Try to 

dmclarm your mixe» 1 bigger 
becmum» st ringst go from & to 1 lern» 
than their sixe. This is needed 
because, remember, the Oth*byte is 
the 

length of the string. 

There are no records involved this 
construct. Here ne Just use 
POINTERs to get around. The first 
DEFINE alnays Starts at O. 

DEFINE firstname = "O" 

If you nant to the firstname to be 
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BOARD BYTES 


11 bytes, the lastname must start 
at the 12th byte. Q + 12 = 12 
DEFINE lastname - "12" 

IF the lastname is 14 bytes lang 
the 

date must start 15 bytes later than 
the lastname. This means the 27 
byte 

overall. 12 + 15 — 27 
DEFINE date - "27" 

The total size is 27 + 9 — 36 
DEFINE size = "36" 

How many customers do you have? 
Lef's 

Just say 10Ö. lOO * 27 = 2700 
BYTE ARRAY data (2700) 

Since we don't have a record only 
characters, our POINTER is just: 

CHAR POINTER ptr 
The POINTER is just like normal 
ptr = data + (counter * size) 

Once again, that 's it! For customer 
453: 

ptr — data + <53 X size) 

Print <"First name: ") 

InputS<ptr + Firstname) 

Print<"Last name: “) 

InputS<ptr lastname) 

Print <"Last Order date: ") 

InputS(ptr + date) 

APROG12.002 is a Full Featured 
phone 

book based on this last subject. 



Because many people wrote about 
getting more inFormation For 
beginnerSf I would suggest calling 
one othe older boards in the Lehigh 
Valley Area, UESTEX BBS<610-776- 
7495), »hich has just started a 
separate Forum For beginners. Nost 
bulletin-board System operators< or 
sysops in BBS slang) and many 
regulär users will also help with 
questions iF asked. 


ATARI ANNOUNCES 

TOLL-FREE CONSUMER 
SERVICE NUMBER 

Atari Corporation has 
decided with the release oF the 
Jaguar, to oFFer a toll-Free 
consumer Service number. This new 
number is 1-800-00 ATARI. I am not 
sure at this time iF they will be 
oFFering support For their 1ine oF 
Computers, or, iF this 1ine is set 
up to handle only the Jaguar. 

Nevertheless, this is a good sign 
that Atari is making an eFFort to 
support their customers. 

Some have said that they 
called this new number and have 
never been able to get through to 
talk to a live person. I can say 
From experience that 1 have called 
twice and had no problern getting 
through. Both tirnem the person I 
talked to was very helpFul and 
courteous. Lets hope this is just 
the begmning oF a NEW kinder and 
gentler Atari. 

Also, Atari has opened a 
900 line For people looking For game 
tips and hints. This number is 1— 
900—737—ATARI. However, this call 
will cost YOU $.95 per minute. 









FREE-NET OPENS 
COMPUTER BYNAYS 
FOR JOURNEYMAN 

Cyber Talk is written by Tom 
Steinert-Threlkeld, he writes For 
The Dallas Morning News. 

Cyber Talk discusses people, places 
and problems populating the 
emererging world oF Computer and 
Communications networks knowns as 
Cyberspace. CyberTalk appears every 
other Saturday. 

As a youngster, John Smith was too 
poor to travel very Far. His South 
Dallas Family had no car. He walked 
wherever he needed to go, only using 
public transportation or rare trips 
to downtown. 

At 58, he has accumulated a ''AS 
Chevie pickup, and a f 91 Chevie 
sedan and a motorhome. But his B5- 
year old mother is sick, and he only 
travels in his mind. He pulls out an 
atlas, maps out a trip, checke the 
mileage and imagines what it would 
be 1 i ke. 

To him, the inFormation highway is 
an abstract notion, even he could 
use his Fingertips to tap into the 
CIA Factbook, pull weather maps From 
NASA and Chat by Computer with 
residente or travelers to get 
inFormations about any destination 
he is dreaming about. 

Yet he has neither a Computer nor 
the modern he needs to dial into 
Internet, the network oF 12,500 
Computer networks that provides a 
motherlode oF data on demand For 
mi Ui on» oF more wel 1 - to-do 
Americans. In a good year, the 
satel1ite di sh salesman, plumber and 
sheetrock repairman might earn 
$20,000. In another $10,000. 

Sometimes there's "not enough to 
even recognize.“ Last year was more 


that kind oF year. 

He is one oF the “havenots ," who 
could be leFt behind as government 
documents, novels, games, movies, 
periodicals, news and other Services 
become increasingly available to 
those Fortunate enough to plug their 
own mach ines into telephone jacks 
nationwide. Uithout equal access, 
Americans like Mr. Smith will be 
constantly reminded oF a direct cor— 
relation between being 
inFormationally and economically 
poor. 

Unless, in computing, there are such 
things as Free networks. And there 
are. 

The Free-Net movement began eight— 
years ago in that bastion oF blue- 
collar technical breeding, 

Cleveland. The idea: provde a basic 
level oF Computer Services to 
residents oF a given city at no 
Charge. 

In the “community Computer System,“ 
inFormations comes From Familiär 
locales. There 1 “ s an admi nistrat ion 
bui1 ding, a post oFFice, a court and 
government center, a schoolhause, an 
industrial park, a library and so 
Forth. Need legal advice? Send your 
question to the local lawyer. Need 
to chastise your counciIman? Send a 
nice or nasty note. Ha nt to see how 
your kid*s art Stacks up to kids 
elsewhere 

in townfor even Russia and Denmark)7 
Check out the goings on in the 
schoolhouse. Nant to read Moby Dick 
or the details oF the national 
budget? Check out an electronic 
copy, on your screen. 

Oolunteer» man the “bui1 dinge". 
Foundations, individuals, 
governments and corporations Fi nanee 
phone lines, computing equipment and 
other requirernents. Today JS, OOO 
people use the Cleveland Free-Net, 
making 11,000 calls a day. Eleven 


800 XL $ 60 
UO XE 100 
1050 Drv 75 

Contact Dr.Bob E-Mail <ACUTE) 
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other Free-Nets have popped up in 
the United Stetes, two in Canada and 
one in Neu Zealand. One is scheduled 
to open in the Dallas area by the 
end of March. 

Networking electronically is Just 
like netwarking in person. Expertise 
is exchanged For free, with the 
expectation that others will do the 
same for you. 

“In and of itself, a Free-Net is 
nothing, " said Dr. Tom Grundner, 
founde r of the original Cleveland 
Version and now President of the 
National Public Telecomputing 
Network. "It 's just a Computer, otne 
Software and a bunch of wires.“ 


putting a city on the world map, 
electonically. A central goal of the 
North—Texas Free—Net is to provide a 
free Internet account to anyone who 
wants one. Computers deployed at 
public places around the region by 
the Dallas Computer Literacy Program 
and others will provid the access. 

This way even those who have no 
Postal Service address can have an 
electronic mail address, according 
to Free—Net organizer Ken Löss— 

Cutler. People who don't own a 
personal Computer, like from Mr. 
Smith, could download documents from 
Scandinavia or communicate with 
earthquake victims in the San 
Fernando Valley, if they so choose. 


“The key to it is the ability to 
organize the community, to bring 
people from various walks of life 
(together) and give them an 
electronic means to operate <in).“ 

The National Public Telecomputing 
Network has become a prototype for a 
kind of a Corporation of Public 
Cybercasting that Dr. Grundner 
beiieves could be set up for 
computing. From Cleveland, users of 
Free-Nets in other cities can get 
access to a common fountain of 
Services, such as grade-school study 
materials or postions papers of 
national politicans. 

ln Dallas, in fact, much of the 
intial funding could come from the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 
from a $ 150,000 grant sought by 
North Texas Public Broadcasting 
Inc., operators fo KDTN-TV and KEPA- 
FM radio and television stations. 

For a Company that already provides 
instructional television for kids 
and adults, this is another way to 
provide “womb-to-tomb education,“ 
says the broadcaster’'s Brandon 
Barnes. 

Yet in cybercasting, the idea of 
community computing is more akin to 


Someone like Mr. Smith may even turn 
out to a more capable driver on the 
information highway than anyone 
suspects. Even though he has never 
bought a personal Computer, he has 
bui1t one. 

A Free-Net might just be enough 
incentive to get him to buiId one 
for himself. “The potential is 
uniimited. I might not want to turn 
my Computer off, " he sai d. 

Then he could travel anywhere he 
wants without ever leaving harne. 

Your Editor-'s Note: Just a sample 
of what is going out there in other 
places in the world. Nhen is 
somebody in LVAUG going to give me 
articles to put in your newsletters 
so I don■’t have to get articles from 
Texas? 


' ~r j weatfclin« before 

i VAJtr Joiriin.gr in the »on.th.ly 
LVAUG »eetxngrs. Kow I’» a httmvi y 

— - — 
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ON LINE LI NGO 



W aich ijour thoughts; they hecome words. 
Watch your words; they hecome actions. 
Waich your actions ; they hecome hahits. 
Watch your hahits; they hecome character. 
Watch your character; it hecomes your destiny. 

FRANK OUTLAW 



Ifs a 'sticfcy stuation but! 
need nurc «ticfca for the newatetter 


Cyberspace:The electronic Community 
of over twenty miIlion people world- 
wide who use Computers and modems to 
exchange messages and i nformaion. 

E-Mail: Most on-lines Services let 
you send and receive messages hy 
electronic mail, cal led E-Mai 1 -for 
short. Instead of writing a letter 
and putting it in an envelope, you 
simply type a message on your 
Computer screen and designate its 
recipient by using her 
indentification number. Each user 
has an on-line mail box that can 
receive messages around the clock — 
even when you are not logged on. 

Forum: A group of on-1ine-service 
users wiho share a special personal 
or Professional interest. there are 
forums for people whose interests 
include everything from cooking and 
pet care to Professional concerns 
such as lau or medicine. 

Logging on: Using your Computer and 
modern to dial up and connect to and 
on—line Service. Also called "going 
on 1ine ". 

On—line: Information storehouses 
that let you exchange messages 
"chat“ with other users , get 
Information from electronic 
dataöases, shop for products, make 
travel reservations and more. 

Real-time chatting: Instanteous 
communication where you simply type 
what you want to say into your 
Computer and uithin seconds, the 
words appear on someone eise-'s 
Computer mereen mnywhere in the 
world. Then the other per »an 
rempondm, mnd her war dm mppemr an 
your screen. lt*s like having a 
phone conversation except that you 
are typing not talking. 
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LEHIGH VALLEY ATARI USERS GROUP 
Meets the first Thursday of 
every month 
at 7:30 P.M. at the: 
Lincoln Technical Institute 
5151 Tilghman Street 
Allentown, PA 18105 

This newsletter is published by LVAUG oa a bi-aonthly 
basis for their aeabers and on an ezchange basis with 
other user groups. Original articles froa this 
newsletter aay be reprinted in other newsletters or 
posted on bulletin boards providing credit is given to 
both the author and LVAUG. The opinions ezpressed in 
this newsletter are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of LVAUG. 

Articles for this newsletter aay be posted on the BBS's 
listed as supporting LVAUG or nailed to the club. 
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